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ABSTRACT : 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a high grade output image good in 
color 

reproducibility even in such a case that the hues of N kinds of akin 
colorants 

(e.g.; light cyan ink and dark cyan ink) different in density are 

slightly 

different . 

SOLUTION: Image signals C, M and Y corresponding to three colors 
of cyan, 

magenta and yellow inputted by an image signal input part 10 are 
converted to 

image signals of six systems of light C, dark C, light M, dark M, 
light Y and 

dark Y by a density distribution table in image signal conversion 
treatment 

parts lie, IIM and IIY. Thereafter, color masking processing is 
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performed in a 

color masking processing part 12 and image signals of six systems of 
light c, 

dark c, light m, dark m, light y and dark y are outputted. Black 
extraction 

processing, UCR processing and inking processing are performed on the 
basis of 

the image signals of six systems and, thereafter, binarization 
processing is 
performed . 
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